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opportunity, as a Senator, to be able to 
voice those complaints. 

I am not on the floor right now to 
talk about the major pieces of that tax 
package with which I strongly dis-
agree. I intend to vote for it. I signaled 
that in the vote 2 days ago. I am un-
happy with many pieces of it, but that 
is not why I am here to speak today. I 
am here to ask the Members of this 
Senate to consider, when I ask unani-
mous consent later this morning, to 
grant unanimous consent to fix a mis-
take. I am going to ask, in just a few 
minutes, for the Senate to fix a mis-
take that was made in the negotia-
tions. I am going to need all 100 Sen-
ators to say yes in order to fix this 
mistake. 

Senator VITTER, Senator SHELBY, 
Senator SESSIONS, Senator COCHRAN, 
and Senator WICKER—all the Senators 
from both parties in all the Gulf Coast 
States that are affected by this amend-
ment—join me in this request. There is 
not any difference of opinion among 
those of us who represent these States. 
Only these States are affected by this 
amendment. It is very narrowly craft-
ed. It has to do with a placed-in-service 
date for low-income housing; that is 
all, low-income housing. 

We lost, as many people will recall, 6 
years ago, over 250,000—not 5,000, not 
25,000, not 50,000 but 250,000—homes in 
the aftermath of Katrina, Rita, and the 
great flood that ensued. It is only 6 
years ago that happened so, of course, 
we are still trying to build housing, 
private, stand-alone, single-family 
housing, multifamily housing, housing 
for seniors. It is a huge work. In fact, 
it may be the largest single residential 
building program going on in this cen-
tury, maybe not after World War II—I 
don’t have the figures—but it has been 
a huge residential rebuilding program. 

This GO Zone package was crafted 
with the help of almost every Senator 
in the aftermath, and we are grateful. 
It had basically three main compo-
nents, what I call bonds for big infra-
structure project development, bonds 
for historic credits, because many of 
these neighborhoods—particularly 
Waveland, New Orleans, some of these 
historic places along the gulf coast— 
were destroyed. We wanted to preserve, 
when we rebuilt, the historic nature, so 
we asked the Senate and were granted 
historic preservation credits: the low- 
income housing tax credits to replace 
the thousands of low-income units for 
seniors, for the disabled and for the 
poor and the working poor. In this 
package, the negotiators got every-
thing, but they forgot and left out—out 
of the total $800 million for the GO 
Zones for all the Gulf Coast States, for 
everything I just described—they for-
got to extend the placed-in-service date 
for the low-income housing projects. 

As a result, and I see Senator 
VOINOVICH on floor—and I know he is in 
line to speak—as a result, if we do not 
fix this today—it is not truly an 
amendment, it is a correction to the 
underlying bill—these projects will 

come to a halt. There are 77 of them. 
They are narrow. It does not open Pan-
dora’s box. It fixes a mistake. I have 
testimony from the Senator from Mon-
tana, I have testimony from the White 
House, I have testimony from the Re-
publican leadership that it was not 
their intention and that they did not 
understand clearly enough that if this 
placed-in-service date was not ex-
tended, these projects—they thought 
they could go on. They cannot. They 
will come to a halt. 

It is only low-income housing 
projects, only in the gulf, and there are 
only 77 of them. Not all of them will 
collapse, but the largest will because 
they cannot be corrected. They cannot 
be built in this year alone. We need to 
give them 2 years to be built. If we can 
do that, the great redevelopment of the 
city of New Orleans and the region will 
continue. 

Please, in the next hour, my col-
leagues, contemplate this. I am going 
to ask for your unanimous consent. I 
hope I can get it. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Montana is rec-
ognized. 

Mr. BAUCUS. I know there is an 
order for the Senator from Ohio to 
speak. I would ask for the Senator’s in-
dulgence for maybe 15 or 30 seconds. 

Mr. VOINOVICH. Sure. 
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I have 

discussed this matter with the Senator 
from Louisiana. She is right. These 
projects cannot be built fast enough. 
There is just not enough time. The 
placed-in-service date should be ex-
tended an extra year. It is not expen-
sive at all. I hope we can find some way 
to accommodate this need. 

The people in Louisiana and the 
whole gulf coast need this extended 
service date because, otherwise, these 
homes will not be built. I hope we can 
find some way to pass what the Sen-
ator from Louisiana is suggesting. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Ohio is recog-
nized. 

f 

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I 
rise today to say farewell to the Senate 
after 12 years. I would like to take 
time to convey my heartfelt thanks to 
all of those who have helped me during 
my time in the Senate and to reflect 
briefly on the work we were able to get 
done, work that I think made a dif-
ference for the people of my State and 
our Nation. 

I also will share a few observations 
with my colleagues, both those who are 
staying as the 112th, as well as Sen-
ators yet to come. At this stage in my 
life, I look back on my 44 years in pub-
lic service and I cannot help but thank 
God for the immeasurable blessings he 
has bestowed upon me. Each time I 
walk the steps of the Senate, I look up 
at the Statue of Freedom on the top of 
our Capitol dome, and I think of my 
grandparents who came to America 

with nothing but the clothes on their 
back. They could not read or write and 
spoke only a few words of English. 

I have to pinch myself as a reminder 
that this has not been just a wonderful 
dream. The grandson of Serbian and 
Slovenian immigrants who grew up on 
the east side of Cleveland is a U.S. Sen-
ator. Only in America. 

Truly none of us should take for 
granted the economic and political 
freedoms we have. My dad used to say 
the reason we have more of the world’s 
bounty is because we get more out of 
our people because of our free enter-
prise and educational systems. Mr. 
Gudikuntz, my social studies teacher, 
said: A democracy is where everyone 
has an equal opportunity to become 
unequal. 

So during my final days in the Sen-
ate, I think of the people in my life 
who have gotten me up the steps to 
this hallowed Chamber: My wife of 48 
years Janet is God’s greatest blessing 
to me. She has never pulled or pushed 
me, but she has always been at my 
side; my three children on Earth, 
George, Betsy and Peter, and my angel 
in Heaven, Molly, and my eight grand-
children, my siblings and their ex-
tended families. It is not easy to have 
a father, brother, or uncle in this busi-
ness. The people of Ohio who have fa-
cilitated my election to seven different 
offices, who have stuck with me even 
though on occasion they have not 
agreed with me, have my deep appre-
ciation. I can never thank them 
enough. I hope they know that every 
decision I have made and every policy 
I have crafted, although not always the 
easiest or most popular at the time, 
was aimed to improve and make a posi-
tive difference in our lives. I am very 
humbled to have been given the privi-
lege to serve them through the years. 

Here in the Senate, my wonderful 
staff, both in Ohio and in Washington, 
I am so proud of what they have done 
for me and the people of Ohio. I take 
fatherly pride in having had the chance 
to touch their lives and see them grow. 
I also think of our colleagues in the 
other Senate offices who have helped 
and cooperated with them as we 
worked together to solve our Nation’s 
problems, meet challenges, and seize 
opportunities. My colleagues and I 
should be most humble; for all we are 
is a reflection of these wonderful, 
loyal, hard-working individuals. 

I also thank all of you in this Cham-
ber for your courtesies you have ex-
tended to me. I miss my first 2 years 
when I presided over the Senate, the 
first one to get to 100 hours in the 
chair. It was a wonderful time, and 
thank you all for what you have done 
for me over the years. 

The folks in the Attending Physi-
cian’s Office have taken care of me 
physically. Our two great Chaplains, 
Lloyd Ogilvie and Barry Black, along 
with the wonderful priests at St. Jo-
seph’s on the Hill have helped me grow 
spiritually. I have to mention JIM 
INHOFE, hosting our Bible study each 
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week. He honored me by inviting me to 
a codel to Africa this year. There is no 
one in this Senate who has done more 
for public diplomacy for the United 
States in Africa than JIM INHOFE. 

I have learned in my life that you 
cannot do anything alone. So, of 
course, I think of my colleagues in the 
Senate whom I have learned to know 
and respect. I have been blessed to call 
them friends. The American people 
have made it clear that they are not 
happy with partisanship in Wash-
ington. But the fact is, there are some 
great partnerships here, and those 
partnerships and relationships result in 
action. 

I do not think many people outside 
Washington understand that a lot gets 
done here on a bipartisan basis. Many 
Americans think the only action in the 
Senate is on the floor of the Senate. 
But much of the action in the Senate is 
in the committees and meetings with 
other Members off the floor, as well as 
through unanimous consent. 

Once a bill gets through committee, 
perhaps one or two people might have a 
problem with it, but we work it out, 
call them, go see them, it gets done. 
But it is never reported in the paper 
about how we are working together on 
so many pieces of legislation. 

I am proud of the contribution I have 
made to the country in the area of 
human capital and government man-
agement. The fact is, though, without 
my brother, DAN AKAKA—and he is my 
brother—the changes never would have 
occurred. There is nobody who has 
done more to reform the way we treat 
our Federal workers, to make us more 
competitive and work harder and 
smarter and do more with less than 
what DAN and I have tried to do over 
the years, 12 years of working at it. It 
is an area that is neglected by most 
legislators because they do not appre-
ciate how important the people are 
that work in government. I call them 
the A-Team. Any successful organiza-
tion has to have good finances and 
good people. 

I am also proud of my work in help-
ing to relaunch the nuclear renais-
sance, which will help deliver baseload 
energy for America, reduce our green-
house gas emissions, and reignite our 
manufacturing base in Ohio and in our 
country. I could not have done this 
without Senator TOM CARPER, who has 
been both a friend and a colleague 
since our days as Governor. TOM’s lead-
ership was key to organizing our recent 
successful Nuclear Summit in Wash-
ington, and TOM has taken the baton 
from me and will carry nuclear energy 
to the finish line as part of the future 
of America’s energy supply, along with 
MIKE CRAPO, JIM RISCH, LAMAR ALEX-
ANDER, and others. 

I also recall the passage of the land-
mark PRO–IP bill, a bill to protect our 
intellectual property, by the way, the 
last bastion of our global competitive-
ness. It was a multiyear process that 
would not have succeeded without the 
work of the business community and 

my friend, EVAN BAYH, whom I first 
met when we were Governors of neigh-
boring States. 

As many of you know, I have been an 
ardent champion for my brothers and 
sisters in Eastern Europe, the Baltic 
States, and the countries of the former 
Yugoslavia. As such, I am proud to 
have led the effort to expand NATO and 
increase membership in the Visa Waiv-
er Program. These two accomplish-
ments would not have happened with-
out the bipartisan leadership of DICK 
LUGAR and JOE BIDEN on the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee and the 
help of JOE LIEBERMAN and SUSAN COL-
LINS on the Homeland Security and 
Government Affairs Committee. 

I pray that the bipartisanship that I 
have witnessed and enjoyed in both for-
eign relations and homeland security 
will continue. I must also acknowledge 
Senator JEANNE SHAHEEN for her keen 
interest in southeast Europe. We trav-
eled together to the region in February 
of this year, and I am heartened that 
she has picked up the mantle on our 
mission to ensure the door of NATO 
and European Union membership re-
mains open to all states in the Western 
Balkans, which is key, I believe, to our 
national security. 

I have also championed the cause of 
monitoring and combatting anti-Semi-
tism, making it a priority within the 
Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe and our State Depart-
ment. The progress that has been made 
over the years could not have happened 
without the leadership of Senator BEN 
CARDIN, Congressman CHRIS SMITH, and 
the late Congressman Tom Lantos. 

One of the highlights of my career 
was the passage of the global anti-Sem-
itism bill, which created a special 
envoy at the State Department to 
monitor and combat global anti-Semi-
tism. These are just a few examples of 
great bipartisan work going on in the 
Senate. But much of the time this is 
blurred because of the media’s addic-
tion to conflict. 

Even though I do not agree with the 
bipartisan resolution on extending the 
Bush tax cuts, I compliment the Presi-
dent and leaders in Congress for sitting 
down and working together to find a 
compromise. 

One of my frustrations after working 
so hard to find common ground on sig-
nificant issues over the past 12 years 
has been that it does not happen often 
enough. The American people know 
that even when members of a family 
get along, it is difficult to get things 
done. So they most certainly know 
that when we are laser focused on 
fighting politicking and messaging, 
their concerns and plight are forgotten, 
and nothing controversial gets done. 

There is a growing frustration that 
Congress is oblivious to their problems, 
anxieties, and fears. Frankly, I think 
one action leaders could take at the be-
ginning of each Congress is to assess 
the issues at hand. What are the items 
that Republicans and Democrats agree 
should get done to make our Nation 

more competitive and make a dif-
ference in people’s lives, and set a com-
mon agenda. By setting collective 
goals, by an agreement from leader-
ship, I believe that will set the environ-
ment for committee chairmen and 
ranking members for the year. 

Think about it. What kind of plan-
ning do we do? Most successful cor-
porations have 5-year plans: Where are 
we going? What are our priorities? 
What are the things we agree upon? 
Let’s not spend time on those things 
where we disagree. 

Additionally, an unacceptable 
amount of time is spent on fundraising. 
It is my estimate that 20 to 25 percent 
of a Senator’s time is spent on raising 
millions of dollars, and with it comes 
the negative fallout in terms of the 
public view of Congress, bowing to con-
tributions from special interests. In ad-
dition to this negative impression, the 
time spent raising money too often 
interferes with the time we need for 
our families, our colleagues, and, most 
importantly, doing the job the people 
elected us to do. My last 2 years have 
been my most productive and enjoyable 
because I have not had to chase money 
at home and around the country. None 
of us like it, but nothing seems to get 
done about it—nothing seems to get 
done about it. 

Ideological differences aside, it is 
necessary for us to have good working 
relationships if we are going to get 
anything done for the people who elect-
ed us. I know it is possible from my 
personal experience. As mayor of 
Cleveland, I worked side by side with 
George Forbes, the most powerful 
Democratic city councilman in Cleve-
land’s history. My entire city council 
was Democrats. George and I first met 
when our children attended the Mayor 
Works Program in the Cleveland Pub-
lic Schools System. Who would have 
guessed that we would become the tag 
team that turned Cleveland around 
after it became the first major city to 
go into bankruptcy? 

I was pummeled by the media on oc-
casion in regard to who was actually 
running city hall. My answer was, both 
of us. Forbes and I worked together as 
friends and partners. One of the great 
satisfactions when I left the job of 
mayor was that USA Today high-
lighted both of us: The tall African- 
American Democrat, Big George, and 
the short White Republican, Little 
George, working together to bring 
about Cleveland’s renaissance. 

In Columbus, I found a worthy adver-
sary when I was Governor in Democrat 
Vern Riffe, who was speaker of the 
house for my first 4 years as Ohio Gov-
ernor. My office was on the 30th floor 
of the building named after Riffe while 
he was still alive and serving an un-
precedented 22 years as speaker. 

Well, every day when I went over to 
the Riffe Tower, I had to genuflect be-
fore his bust. But, somehow, Vern and 
I decided we were going to figure out 
how we could work together and move 
Ohio forward and become good friends. 
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Needless to say, folks, I was dis-

mayed when I learned this year that 
President Obama had held only a single 
one-on-one meeting with MITCH 
MCCONNELL. One meeting. When I was 
Governor, I met with Vern Riffe and 
Stan Aranoff, who was president of the 
senate, every 2 weeks, developing good 
interpersonal relationships and a trust 
which allowed us to move Ohio for-
ward, from the Rust Belt to the Jobs 
Belt. 

I am hoping we have entered a new 
era in the relationship between the 
President and leadership in Congress. 
Our situation today is more critical— 
more critical—than at any time in my 
44 years in government. How we work 
together will determine the future of 
our country. We must also recognize 
that if we diminish the President in 
the eyes of the world, it is to the det-
riment of our Nation’s international 
influence and will impact our national 
security. We are on thin ice, and we 
need the help of our allies. They need 
our help as well. 

For example, the START treaty. Al-
though I have had some reservations 
about it, they have been satisfied. It is 
vitally important to get done this year 
or, alternatively, we must make it 
clear the Senate will ratify the treaty 
as soon as the 112th Congress convenes. 
To not do so will do irreparable harm 
to America’s standing with our NATO 
allies and would be exploited by our en-
emies, particularly those factions in 
Russia that would like to break off 
communication and revert back to our 
Cold War relationship. There are plen-
ty of them over there still smarting 
from the fact that the wall went down, 
NATO expanded, and we encroached on 
their area of influence. 

Two weeks ago Janet and I attended 
a farewell dinner hosted by MITCH 
MCCONNELL. Although I have had dif-
ferences with MITCH, I have to credit 
him with keeping the Republican team 
together. There is no one more stra-
tegic than MITCH, JON KYL, and LAMAR 
ALEXANDER. Still, I share the concern 
of many of my colleagues that too 
often the herd mentality has taken 
over our respective conferences. At the 
dinner MITCH hosted, I shared with my 
Republican colleagues what Ohio State 
University coach Jim Tressel defines as 
success in his book ‘‘The Winners Man-
ual.’’ 

Success is the inner satisfaction and peace 
of mind that come from knowing I did the 
best I was capable of doing for the group. 

Success is a team sport. Hopefully, 
this will become the Senate’s defini-
tion of success, because finding com-
mon ground and teamwork is what it 
will take to confront the problems fac-
ing our Nation. 

My colleague Senator CHRIS DODD hit 
the nail on the head when he said: 

It is whether each one of the 100 Senators 
can work together—living up to the incred-
ible honor that comes with the title, and the 
awesome responsibility that comes with the 
office. 

We do have a symbiotic relationship, 
and I am encouraged that more and 

more of my colleagues understand 
that. I was quite impressed with the 
fact that 60 percent of the Senate rep-
resentation on the National Commis-
sion on Fiscal Responsibility and Re-
form supported the recommendations 
of the chairmen, including TOM 
COBURN, MIKE CRAPO, JUDD GREGG, 
KENT CONRAD, and DICK DURBIN. As far 
as I am concerned, they are true patri-
ots. 

As our colleague TOM COBURN said 
just before the commission vote: 

The time for action is now. We can’t afford 
to wait until the next election to begin this 
process. Long before the skyrocketing cost 
of entitlements cause our national debt to 
triple and tax rates to double, our economy 
may collapse under the weight of this bur-
den. We are already near a precipice. In the 
near future, we could experience a collapse 
in the value of our dollar, hyperinflation or 
other consequences that would force Con-
gress to face a set of choices far more painful 
than those proposed in this plan. 

Here we are, in a situation where we 
are on an unsustainable fiscal course 
caused by explosive and unchecked 
growth in spending and entitlement ob-
ligations without funding. We have an 
outdated Tax Code that does not suffi-
ciently encourage savings and eco-
nomic growth, a skyrocketing national 
debt that puts our credit rating in seri-
ous jeopardy and should give all of us 
great pause. 

For Fareed Zakaria posed questions 
that should haunt all of us in Monday’s 
Washington Post. 

So when will we get serious about our fis-
cal mess? In 2020 or 2030, when the needed 
spending cuts and tax hikes get much larger? 
If we cannot inflict a little pain now, who 
will impose a lot of pain later? Does anyone 
believe that Washington will one day develop 
the political courage it now lacks? And what 
if, while we are getting around to doing 
something, countries get nervous about lend-
ing us money and our interest rates rise? 

I believe the American people get it. 
They recognize that our fiscal situa-
tion is in the intensive care unit on life 
support. 

As I walk down the steps of the U.S. 
Capitol for the last time, I pray the 
Holy Spirit will inspire my colleagues 
to make the right decision for our 
country’s future and work together to 
tackle our fiscal crisis. You have the 
future of our Nation and the future of 
our children and grandchildren in your 
hands. 

I have already spoken too long. If my 
wife Janet were here, she would be 
scratching her head. That is the signal 
she always gives me. I got your signal, 
dear. 

But I would like to finish with a 
reading from ‘‘One Quiet Moment,’’ a 
book of daily readings from the former 
Senate Chaplain Lloyd Ogilvie which I 
read every day for inspiration and 
proper perspective. Perhaps some of my 
colleagues are familiar with his 
writings. This was his election day ad-
monition: 

. . . May the immense responsibilities they 
assume, and the vows they make when sworn 
into office, bring them to their knees with 
profound humility and unprecedented open-

ness to You. Save them from the seduction 
of power, the addiction of popularity, and 
the aggrandizement of pride. Lord, keep 
their priorities straight: You and their fami-
lies first; the good of the Nation second; con-
sensus around truth third; party loyalties 
fourth; and personal success last of all. May 
they never forget they have been elected to 
serve and not to be served. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Ohio is recog-
nized. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, 
as Ohio’s junior Senator, I wish to add 
my remarks, as well as I am able, to 
the comments of Senator VOINOVICH. 
He didn’t talk much about himself and 
his career, and I will do that for a mo-
ment. 

In his almost 50 years of public serv-
ice, he always has been his own man, 
whether as a State legislator, county 
auditor, a county commissioner of Cuy-
ahoga County, Lieutenant Governor, as 
mayor of Cleveland, Governor of Ohio, 
and now his 12 years in the Senate. He 
has always been his own man. He was 
rewarded in some sense when, as a 1958 
graduate of Ohio University, the school 
created the Voinovich School of Lead-
ership in Public Affairs. It is not often 
that a State university or any public 
entity names something after someone 
still in office, particularly something 
as prestigious as the Voinovich School 
of Leadership. I have visited it many 
times. There are always stimulating 
discussions that are uplifting to the 
public discourse. I thank Senator 
VOINOVICH for that. 

No matter how high GEORGE 
VOINOVICH rose, he always lived with 
his wife Janet and his children and 
grandchildren nearby in Collinwood, 
OH, in the same house, the same neigh-
borhood in Cleveland, never forgetting 
where he came from. That tells me a 
lot about him as a public official. 

He likes to say, reflecting on our 
State’s tremendous potential, ‘‘the 
rust is off the belt,’’ as people used to 
refer to Cleveland as the rust belt but 
now see it as so much more. It is going 
be the first place in the Nation with a 
field of wind turbines on the fresh 
water of Lake Erie. Clearly, this city 
has turned around. This is, in some sig-
nificant measure, due to the efforts of 
Mayor and Governor and Senator 
GEORGE VOINOVICH. 

There are four things I particularly 
think of when I think of GEORGE 
VOINOVICH. One is Janet. Janet often 
travels back and forth with GEORGE, 
and I see both of them on our flight 
from Cleveland to Washington. Janet 
has always been at his side, whether as 
first lady or as his loving life’s partner. 
The relationship they have is inspiring 
to Connie and me and many others. We 
thank you most importantly for that, 
GEORGE. 

When I think about the career of 
GEORGE VOINOVICH, I think of what he 
brought to this body—the perspective 
of an executive, of a Governor and a 
mayor. That is something many of us 
look to—Governor Shaheen, now Sen-
ator SHAHEEN, and soon-to-be Governor 
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Brownback. It helps in our delibera-
tions that someone has had the experi-
ence as a big city mayor in challenging 
times, and Governor of Ohio and, per-
haps a less challenging time but a chal-
lenging time nonetheless, from the per-
spective that GEORGE VOINOVICH has 
brought as a chief executive coming to 
the Senate, sharing those thoughts and 
ideas with legislators. 

The second thing I think of is Lake 
Erie. If you live in northern Ohio or in 
the right places in Wisconsin and Min-
nesota and Michigan and Indiana and 
Illinois and New York and Pennsyl-
vania, you think about the great lake 
you live near. In northern Ohio there is 
an old story. I grew up about 75 miles 
from the lake, and GEORGE grew up 
much closer. There is something about 
people who have grown up within 10 
miles of Lake Erie. You can ask them 
wherever they are, which way is north, 
and they always seem to know. 

From what he has done with Asian 
carp and his belief in the importance of 
our greatest national resource, the five 
Great Lakes, his commitment is al-
ways to maintaining the pristine qual-
ity of that lake in terms of recreation, 
in terms of drinking water, in terms of 
industry, in terms of all the things 
that the Great Lakes, especially Lake 
Erie, do for Cleveland and everything 
in between. GEORGE VOINOVICH gets 
much credit for that. 

I think about GEORGE VOINOVICH in 
that he is always elevating the discus-
sion about the quality of the Federal 
workforce. The term ‘‘public servant,’’ 
unfortunately, doesn’t mean in the 
public’s mind what it used to; partly 
deserved, perhaps, because of some peo-
ple’s missteps or worse, but mostly be-
cause people run campaigns against the 
government, whatever the reasons 
there. The term ‘‘public servant’’ is so 
important to GEORGE VOINOVICH, and 
he has done more than just mouth the 
words and compliment workers, which 
he has done often and deservedly. I ap-
plaud him for that. He has played a 
major role in shining the light on how 
we improve our Federal workforce. 
How do we give them opportunities for 
advancement, how do we do training, 
attract the right people to public serv-
ice. I still think we have a terrific pub-
lic workforce. Whether it is at the city, 
county, State, or Federal level, it is of 
high quality. And, in the great major-
ity of cases, that is because of a few— 
and I say a very few—public servants 
such as GEORGE VOINOVICH who has 
kept the public spotlight on govern-
ment service. I know Ralph Regula, the 
Congressman from Canton who retired 
in 2008, has shared a lot of those 
thoughts and ideas and continues to in 
his retirement with Senator VOINOVICH. 

Whether it is his work on Lake Erie 
or his contributions here, he has cer-
tainly made the Senate of the United 
States a better place. He has made the 
United States of America a better 
country. I thank him for that, as my 
senior Senator. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 
rise to pay tribute to my colleague. 
What a great gentleman. This is an au-
gust body, a wonderful place, a delight-
ful place to serve. It has great issues 
before it. There are people who are gen-
tlemen and gentleladies in it who con-
duct themselves in one of the highest 
regards and highest abilities. And when 
I think of that, I think of GEORGE 
VOINOVICH. He is a really good guy, a 
real gentleman in the Senate, and a 
man who lives his faith, believes it, 
which is tough to do in this body. It is 
tough to do in any position in life. Yet 
he does it and has done it for over four 
decades in public service to the people 
in the State of Ohio and the people of 
the United States. That is quite a trib-
ute. 

He and his wife I get to see often. 
When I think of the expression ‘‘two 
people becoming one,’’ I don’t know if 
I could describe it any better than the 
Voinovichs, how two become one. 

The smile is the same. The look is 
the same. The attitude is just a won-
derful togetherness that the two of 
them live. At a time when marriages 
have a lot of difficulties, it is great to 
see an example of somebody in high of-
fice who has lived in public life for over 
four decades and then has this oneness 
in their marital relationship. I think 
they both have served in that capacity, 
whether it is for their family or for the 
people of Ohio or the United States. 

Living publicly the right way and liv-
ing privately the right way are both 
beautiful attributes and difficult 
things to be able to get done, and it is 
great to be able to see it happen. For 
that, I give great tribute to a wonder-
ful American, GEORGE VOINOVICH. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BEN-

NET). The time allotted for morning 
business has expired. 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak out of 
order for perhaps 2 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Delaware. 
Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, thank 

you very much. 
Mr. President, GEORGE VOINOVICH and 

I served as Governors together for 6 
years. He chaired the National Gov-
ernors Association, and he was good 
enough to let me be his vice chairman. 
I got here and, lo and behold—in fact, 
for a while he chaired a national drop-
out prevention program called Jobs for 
America’s Graduates. I was his vice 
chairman. I got here, and he chaired a 
subcommittee on the Environment and 
Public Works Committee, the Sub-
committee on Clean Air and Nuclear 
Safety, and I got to be his vice chair-
man. So I am used to being his second 
banana. But I love the guy, and I have 
learned an enormous amount from him. 

He is one of those people who really, 
every day, try to say: What is the right 
thing to do—not the easy thing to do, 
not the expedient thing to do, but what 
is the right thing to do? And he tries to 

do it. He is the kind of person where we 
go to the Bible study group that meets 
about every Thursday with the Chap-
lain and some of our colleagues, and we 
are always reminded by Barry Black 
that the Golden Rule is treat other 
people the way we want to be treated. 
It is the cliff notes of the New Testa-
ment, and GEORGE really personifies 
that. He treats everybody the way he 
would want to be treated. 

He is a person who focuses on excel-
lence in everything he has done—as 
mayor, as Governor, and here in the 
U.S. Senate—and he is always looking 
for ways to do better what he does and 
calls on the rest of us to do the same. 

Finally, this guy is tenacious. He 
does not give up. If he thinks he is 
right and he knows he is right, just get 
out of the way, and you know he is 
going to prevail. 

He has wonderful folks on his staff 
who are here with him today, and we 
salute all of you. He knows how to 
pick—you are—good people and turn 
them loose and really to inspire them 
and us. 

I do not think Janet is here today. 
Maybe she is watching on television. I 
hope so. But to her and their family, 
thanks very, very much for sharing 
with us an extraordinary human being. 

We love you, GEORGE. 
Mr. President, I yield back. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRA-
TION EXTENSION ACT OF 2010 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the House mes-
sage to accompany H.R. 4853, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to concur in the House amendment 

to the Senate amendment with an amend-
ment to H.R. 4853, an act to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the fund-
ing and expenditure authority of the Airport 
and Airway Trust Fund, to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to extend authorizations 
for the airport improvement program, and 
for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Reid motion to concur in the amendment 

of the House to the amendment of the Senate 
to the bill, with Reid/McConnell modified 
amendment No. 4753 (to the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment), in the na-
ture of a substitute. 

Reid amendment No. 4754 (to amendment 
No. 4753), to change the enactment date. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I under-
stand that under the previous order, I 
have 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is 
correct. 

Mr. COBURN. I will attempt not to 
use that complete time. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND 
We have an amendment No. 4765, 

which is a motion to suspend the rules 
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